ASH WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 22

ST. PETER’S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Lenten Meal 6 pm / Services 7 pm

February
2012

Together, BOLDLY Lent — My Favorite Season by David Martin

Pastor Casey invited me to share why Lent is my favorite season
of the church calendar. First of all, it is not the absence of
“Alleluias” in our worship service that makes it appealing. You may

LENT e HOLYWEEK SCHEDULE think that the extra fellowship on Wednesday evenings would be

living and sharing God’s grace with all

" IE:]SFH;""V ITI;(S;Q’Y;M Lenten Meals 6 PM each Wednesday the reason. You might guess that the variety of meals graciously
arn’e ralis, Service of Ashes with Holy Communion provided by different groups of the congregation would take the
830 633-2253 v W Y u prize (plus that's one less day a week my wife has to cook for our
www.splemf.arg Ash Wednesday family of five). But as much as | look forward to this time of
lutheran@splcmf.org Wednesday, February 22 at 7 PM gathering and sharing, this is not what makes this season most
special to me.
Holy Communion Evening Prayer Series at 7 PM: Silent Witnesses
8:30 & 10:30 am The Crown of Thorns The other seasons of the church elicit feelings of warmth and
S””Hdgﬁ Sﬁih””' Wednesday, February 29 happiness as we celebrate so many wonderful events that
‘ occurred during Jesus’ life. The familiar stories | know that tell of
Pastar his His birth, baptism, performing of miracles, transfiguration and
Rev. PH"iE, EPVUUI‘E Casey Wy;;w P:l"pleNfOb‘;l 7 resurrection create emotions of great happiness and inspiration
R%rn ednesday, Viarc and makes being a Christian fun. But to me, Lent puts everything
Parish Ministry Associat . in perspective.
2 M;/xl;é/ﬂ?sm” The Nails Yes, obviously, the death and resurrection of Christ for my sins is

Wednesday, March 14 my only ticket to salvation, but the 40 day season of Lent allows

Vouth/Family Loordinator this gift I've been given to really sink in. This extended time of

Steph Everett

The Piercing Spear reflection really allows me to focus on the tremendous mental and
Secretary 8P physical punishment Jesus received during the final days of His
Mayrean McDonough Wednesday, March 21 e . —_— i
o life with the betrayals, the public humiliations and finally the
Music Drsctor The Burial Shroud crucifixion. As a father myself, | also find it overwhelming to
Oan T'"?pp e suriat sarou comprehend that God could put His only son on earth, knowing
Sehoal Director, Wednesday, March 28 what He would endure, so we all as persistent sinners can have a
3 Ir Llids chance at eternal life. The absolute realization of and reflection
Tracy Knight Maundy Thursday Liturgy upon this fact is what makes Lent my favorite season. It will also
Prek Thursday, April 5th at 7 PM make the first “Alleluia” on Sunday, April 8" all the more sweet.
Julie Conrad Good Friday Liturgy
Adg Friday, April 6th at 12 PM

Shanna Murrell

Easter Morning

Sunday, April 8th at 8:30 & 10:30 AM
A Word about Lent: Lent comes from an Anglo-Saxon word meaning

“spring” and has traditionally been a season of preparation for baptism at
Lenten Journey Easter. Today Lent calls us to take time to reflect on our baptism and our

Our Lenten Journey begins with The Service of Ashes and the words call to be Christ’s disciples. Our 40 day journey reflects Jesus’ 40 days in

“you are dust and to dust you shall return” on February 22nd. the wilderness as he commenced his ministry. We begin the season by
marking our foreheads with ashes made from the celebratory palm

branches of Palm Sunday. This is a sign of repentance and self-denial as
we remember that [ike Adam and Eve, we are “dust and to dust we shall
return.”

I pray that your Lenten Journey is marked by repentance, prayer, and
the steadfast love of God and that our midweek worship at St. Peter’s
assists you in your Easter preparation.  Pastor Casey

Lenten Sermon Series: Silent Witnesses
This year we hear from some of those Silent Witnesses to Christ’s
crucifixion. We will hear from The Purple Robe draped on his
shoulders, The Nails in his hands and feet, The Burial Shroud that
surrounded him in the tomb. What did these Silent Witnesses
experience? Join us each for Evening Prayer at 7 PM and find out!

Valentine's Day cards have been on display for a month now, reminding us to use this day to express our love for those who are so very
special to us, but also every day. It feels great to give and to receive assurance of love. One of God's greatest blessings in life is love as we
read in 1 John 4:16, ""So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God,
and God abides in them'". \We celebrate God's love and we celebrate loving others in God's name.

Jesus spoke often of love. Jesus commanded his disciples, saying: "4 new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as
I have loved you." (John 13:34) In 1 John we read: "And this is God's commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.” (1 John 3:23) ""No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides
in us and his love is perfected in us". (1 John 4:12)

God loves us and God's love is "completed” as we also love others. That is when God's love reaches it's end and purpose when we love God
and love others. Thus Christ says "love one another, even as I have loved you." We are humbled by God's unconditional love for us. We are
most "obedient” to God and "in ministry" when we are loving others as God in Christ Jesus has love us.

A week after Valentine's Day, we begin the Season of Lent with Ash Wednesday, remembering the passion of Christ for us and that "God
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) | encourage you to make Wednesday nights
during Lent a "church night" as we immerse ourselves in the story of all that Jesus did "for us and for our salvation". Pastor Stern 1




WELCA NEWS

Tuesday, February 7
Sunday, February 12

1:00 pm, WELCA Board Meeting
11:45 am Congregational Winter
Texans Luncheon

12:00 noon, General Meeting,
Agape host

Bible Studies

10:00 am/ Deborah(Selman)

1:00 pm/ Agape

9:00 am, Quilters

Tuesday, February 14

Thursday, February 16

Tuesday, February 21
Wednesday, February 29 6:00 pm, Phronema Bible Study

YEEEE HAAAAA!!! WINTER TEXANS, we want to meet
you at a Congregational Luncheon on Sunday, February 12th ...
no need to buy cowboy boots or hat. Leave the horse at the
ranch, just come, let us meet you, learn where you're from and
share with you some of our favorite Texas dishes! Dessert will be
cooked over the open campfire at the chuck wagon! Sign up
sheet is in the narthex ~~ just so we'll know how much grub to
prepare!

LENT: St. Peter's Women of the ELCA have chosen a Lutheran
World Relief project of assembling Personal Care Kits. When
natural disaster strikes, or political conflict flares, families often
have little chance to gather their belongings before fleeing the
danger. Arriving in refugee camps, or other safe locations, the
travelers are scared, vulnerable and dirty from travel. We will be
collecting and assembling the following items, designated by
LWR . Each Personal Care Kit must contain the same exact
items, so it has to be very specific:

* One light or medium-weight bath size towel (approximately
52" X 27", dark color recommended.

* Two bath-size bars (4 to 5 0z.) of soap, any brand, in original
wrapping (NOTE: Our St. Peter's Lutheran School students will
be collecting, however, any surplus will be donated locally)
* One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging.

* One sturdy comb.
* One metal nail clippers
After Ash Wednesday watch for a collection area/table, and
thanks in advance for helping!

Souper Bowl of Coring: Sundoy, February 5%

Begun in 1990 by one South Carolina church youth group, the Souper
Bowl of Caring asks people to give a dollar or two for those in need
on Super Bowl Sunday, February 5th. St. Peter’s youth will be
stationed at church exits to gather the donations in large soup pots.
$730 was raised last year. Let’s beat it!

FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION
A Tax Workshop will be held after second service on Sunday,
February 5th along with a lunch all sponsored by Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans. The workshop promises to be very
informative and beneficial to all who attend. CPAs will be
there to answer questions. A sign up sheet is posted in the
narthex to aid in food planning and materials. For info, call
Jayne Schoonmaker, 830 596-1897.

' WINTER TEXANS!!
February 12th

= A Congregational luncheon in your honor

\ v will be held after the second service. St.

Peter’s members invite you to come and

meet! To plan the meal please sign up on

the sheet posted in the narthex .

(See WELCA NEWS in this newsletter)

SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER’S 24TH ANNUAL CHILI MEAL
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2012
11 AM—3 PM /5 PM—7 PM
$8 includes chili, tea, coffee, beans, cornbread, crackers, and the
fixin’s. Homemade dessert available.
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

I _

?@% What'’s Cookin’?

\ LENTEN MEAL SCHEDULE
February 22

Host-School Board Red Beans & Rice
February 29

Host-Choir Soups/Salad/Bread
March 7

Host-Council Chili/Cornbread
March 14

Host-LYO/Kingdom Seekers Tacos
March 21

Host- BYOB Men’s Group Pancakes/Sausage
March 28

Host-Ladies of WELCA Soups/Salads/Bread

_A NOTE OF

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CHURCH
l MEMBERS!!

Thank You, Fred and Tom Pfaff, for painting
the robe racks in the choir room.

Thank You, David Martin and Duane Bingham for providing
crews to clean up the flower beds and do outside maintenance.

Thank You, Steve Reitz for getting the sound system wired to the
Nursery Room.

Thank You, Dan Posey, for faithfully playing the bass guitar at both
services every Sunday to enhance our worship services.




YOUTHERAN NEWS
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Sunday, February 26th at 9.30 AM
The liturgical color of Lent is purple, so we are having a Purple Party on the first Sunday of Lent. The Lenten season lasts for 40 days. Forty days seems
like an eternity to a small child. To help them understand the length of the season, they will be given purple bracelets to wear during Lent. A purple
breakfast will be served after the lesson. And for fun, please have your child wear purple that day.
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Social Mixer Austin Steam Train—Bertram Flyer Sunday, March 4th 2-5 pm

We’ll step back in time and ride the scenic route of the Bertram Flyer to the historic 1912 train station in Bertram.
Passengers may tour the depot during the 15 minute stop before boarding for the return ride to Cedar Park. When
._ you receive the evite mid January, please RSVP in order for us to reserve a lounge car for our group!
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Third Grade Parent’s Mark Your Calendar! Walk Thru the Bibleis coming up on April 15th, April 22nd, May 6th and May 13th
During the Sunday School hour, beginning April 15th, all third graders and their parents, will take a tour of the Bible. This approach is meant to familiarize
the children, and their parents with the many riches of the scriptures and to encourage home devotions. On Mother’s Day, May 13th at the 10:30
worship service, the children will be presented with their “already well-used” Bibles.

So please mark down these dates and meet us in Room 210.

ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL NEWS

£ FALL 2012 ENROLLMENT for returning students, siblings, and church members begins March 1st! Please
see Tracy Knight or contact her at tracy@splcmf.org for a pre-enroliment form. The form, along with an
annual $75 registration fee and half of September's tuition, will be required to officially register. Public registration
will begin April 1

School is back in full swing! We had parent conferences in January for an update on the progress of their children.
All students are doing great!

LENTEN MEALS will be on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall during the season of Lent prior to 7 pm
Lenten services. Free will offering collected at the Lenten meals, are the major fund raiser for St. Peter's Lutheran
School. Our goal is to raise $2400, which is the requirement to receive $1200 in matching funds from Thrivent.
That would total $3600 toward technology, teacher salaries, and all other budgetary needs. Please support our
school by attending the Lenten meals and being generous in your offering.

Meals are sponsored by the following groups within our church,

Feb. 22 - School Board Feb. 29 - Choir Mar. 7 - Men's BYO Bible Study
Mar. 14 - Church Council Mar. 21 - SPLAT/Kingdom Seekers Mar. 28 - WELCA

Watch for the sign up sheet in the Narthex for desserts . Thank you in advance for your help!!!!

Tracy Knight, Director and Teacher of St. Peter's Lutheran School 3




SPLAY

Come join the SPLAT crew for weekly Sunday School. Reminder: all those attending the National Gathering
must attend!

J

Scholarships:
Attention Graduating Seniors: St. Peter’s Lutheran Scholarship Applications are now available from Pastor Casey. All applications and
associated recommendations must be received by Sunday, April 1* - No Foolin’.

Sunday, February 5 Souper Bowl of Caring:
Begun in 1990 by one South Carolina church youth group, the Souper Bowl of Caring asks people to give a dollar or two for those in
need on Super Bowl Sunday, February 5. St. Peter’s youth will be stationed at church exits to gather the donations in large soup pots.

Sunday, February 19th—S5 pm trip to Lutheran Campus Ministry

Sunday, March 18th—11:45 MANDATORY New Orleans Gathering Prep Meeting for all who are attending the National
& Sunday June 24th—11:45 Youth Gathering

Sunday, May 20th COME EARLY! St. Peter’s Family Event, Fiesta Texas

Sunday, July 18th TBA 2012 ELCA National Youth Gathering in New Orleans
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CONEIRMATION (7" - 8" grades) meets Wednesdays from 3:30 - 5:30 pm. in Boom 215
Our Small Catechism study continues with:
Feb 1- Learning “History of Communion Feb 15 - Learning “Take and Eat”
Feb 8-Fellowship/Making Valentines for the Elderly ~ Feb 22 —~Ash Wednesday Worship 7 pm
(no class, attend worship instead)

STEWARDSHIP
Luther’s Little Catechism and Christian Stewardship
Why have so many people found this little book so important?

Luther’s Little Catechism is more than a book, it is a way of life, it creates a mind set which is grounded in the
Scriptures and grows out of them. It is a handbook for Christian living. Christian stewardship is about living the Christian life.
It is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the Church, in managing all of life and life’s resources
for God’s purposes. Luther’s Catechism help us see what Christian life looks like for Christian stewardship.

Unfortunately the word “stewardship” has come to be defined not as living the Christian life but as giving money to the
church. We need to be much more precise in how we define stewardship if we are going to fully understand the richness and
fullness of the term. There are other areas of life where the Christian is to exercise a ‘stewardship’ given by God. The Parable
of the Talents is often used to illustrate the fact that each person has been given certain unique personal skills, inherited talents,
and particular abilities. It is a part of his responsibility to accept these with mingled humility and self-respect, keeping them
sharp and useful for the service of God and of the world which God loves.

A part of stewardship is the responsibility for the use of time; for Christian stewardship is the management and use of
the world’s natural resources; a stewardship of the body. Most clearly the Christian steward is a steward of the Gospel. This is
the greatest treasure with which he is entrusted. It must be his concern to use all he is and has that the Christian message will
be kept clear and will be sent forth freely and actively among men. It will be his purpose to cultivate the desire of others to
share generously in such a concern. This is a part of the accounting due to his Lord in the stewardship which he holds.. Luther’s
Catechism provide wonderful tools for the life of the Christian steward. It actually reveals the heart of the Christian life.

Your Stewardship Committee



PARISH NEWS

IN OUR PRAYERS
“Don Wilde Lucille Boecker Sandi Gantz Harold Brueckner Janice Perkins
Carol Hoff Nik Schappe Mike Black Dawn Murray Lucille Boecker
Judy Veres Jan Hopson Wes Murray  Kelly Murray Erik Reed
Judith Conklin Gilbert Hees Danny Stone  Larry Lippe Colt Bushrow
Marjie Playford ~ Blake & Audrey Turner Pauline Hammerschmidt
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

To the friends and family of Ruby Shrubar.
Services at St. Peter’s January 21—Pastor Casey, officiating
To Arlene Wieland, in the loss of her brother-in-law, Carroll Mortensen
To Rhonda Coleman, in the loss of her mother, Mabel Istre
To Gary Crane, in the loss of his father
To Kristy Beyer, in the oss of her grandfather, Bud Rodgers

THANK YOU

To St. Peter’s for your contribution of $1,350 to help assist many less fortunate and
needy families. We are overwhelmed by your generous gifts. Thank you so much!
Sue Kennedy, Director of the Helping Center

To St. Peter’s for your gift of $50 to help the needs of those who were affected by
the catastrophic fires. We are grateful for your ministry in helping make a
difference in the lives of those who have suffered loss and destruction.

Dr. Kurt Senske, Chief Executive Officer

The Board of Directors of Highland Lakes Christmas is for Kids sincerely thank you
for your help and support. We couldn’t have done it without you!
Marissa Williams

Thank you to Pastor Casey for her visits and to St. Peter’s for the flowers during my

hospital stay and Kingsland Hills Center. Thanks to all for the many prayers during
my successful knee surgery. Joe Sanders

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

01 Shaylynn O'Malley 07 Kristy Chism 14 John Stern

01 Helen Stover 07 Catherine Hicks 16 Robert Peterman
01 Marci Wilde 07 Courtney Hoff 17 Julie Causgrove
01 Mike Williams 08 David Martin 18 Ava Beltran

02 Kayla Coatney 08 Matilyn Saccomanno 18 Nell Mueller

02 Mary Ann Hefner 10 Catherine Larson 18 Don Trapp

02 Bill Riley 11 Justin Lightfoot 19 Scott Jackson
02 Olivia Woods 12 Leonard Hilt 19 Colby Orton

03 Laurel Koenig 12 Ethan Veres 20 Judy Haverlah
04 Ronelda Wendler 12 Chuck Woods 21 Joe Davis

06 Catherine Atkinson 18 Matthew Martin 21 Berenice Dugain
06 Logan Hoff 13 Bob Britton 22 Gina York

06 Mike Struchen 14 Harold Brueckner 23 Holly Atkinson

THE HELPING CENTER
Thanks to all for the generous
food donations during the
holiday season. Donations were
at record levels, however
demand was also very high.
We are still in need of several
items :

Peanut Butter

Canned tomato products Dried
Pinto Beans

Spaghetti & Meatballs and
Ravioli

Canned mixed Vegetables
Chili

Beef Stew

Canned soup of all kinds

Neal Younker
Board Secretary

e

23 Bill Bussell

24 Lilly Atkinson
24 Jennifer Jackson
24 Becky Reed

25 Vonda Orton

25 Doris Schappe
25 Cindy Struchen
27 Fritze Klabunde
27 Fritze Rhoads

277 Cooper Womack
28 Haley Maxwell
28 Cody Summerville
29 Margaret Britton
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FEBRUARY 2012

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
9:30 am Chapel
3:30 pm
Confirmation
5 SOUPER 6 7 8 9 10 11
BOWL 9:30 am Chapel
8:30/10:30 9am ) 3:30 pm
Holy Communion g?;[ent s Morning Confirmation
9:30 am 5:30 pm Choir
Sunday School
11:456 Lunch and Tax
12 13 14 . 15 16 17 18
8:30/10:30 ]L‘f/[‘gﬁnf:;regtubt 9:30 am Chapel WELCA
Holy Communion & 3:30 pm l]%;)ble S];u?)les b 12 noon
9:80 am Confirmation am Lebora Meals On Wheels
Sunday School 12 noon WELCA 5:30 pm Choir 1pm Agape Cookies Due
11:45 Winter Texan
19 20 2 p%) 23 24 25
. . 9 am Parent’s .
8:30/10:30 . Morning Out 9:30 am Chapel
Holy Communion Quilters 3:30 pm NO Conf.
9:30 am 5:15 pm Choir
Sunday School 6:00 pm
Council Meeting 6 pm Lenten Meal
7 pm Services of
Ashes
26 27 28 299:30 am Chapel
HELPING 3:30 pm
CENTER SUNDAY Confirmation Looking at March........
8:30/10:30 5:15 pm Choir Every Wednesday at 6 pm, Lenten Meal 7 pm Lenten
Holy Communion 6 pm Lenten Meal Services
9:30 am 7 pm Services of March 4—Youtheran Social Event /Austin Steam Train
Sunday School Ashes
“Playing Your Part"

Read: Romans 12:1-8
We have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function. ——Romans 12:4
For the past several years, my daughter Rosie has been the director of drama at a local middle school. Students come to audition
and a few are selected to play the lead roles. But there are still many other important supporting roles that must be cast, roles that
are vital to the production.
There are other young people who want to be a part of the show but don’’t relish being in the spotlight. They are the ones who
will change scenery, open and close the curtains, run the lights, and assist with makeup and costume changes. Then there are
the parents from the community who provide pizza and cookies for rehearsals, donate goods, build sets, sew costumes, make
signs, and hand out programs.
The success of the performances are the culmination of an intense 4- to 5-month process that is dependent on the hard work of a
wide range of dedicated volunteers.
Similarly, for the body of Christ to function fully, each of us must play a part. Every believer is uniquely gifted for service. When
these gifts are combined in a cooperative relationship, "every part does its share" (Eph. 4:16), and the separate parts make up the
whole (Rom. 12:5). We need each other. What part are you playing in the life of the church? - Cindy Hess Kasper, Our Daily
Bread
For the church to function fully, We must all fulfill our role; While the Spirit’’s gifts are many, They combine to serve the whole.
Sper
For a church to be healthy, its members must exercise their spiritual gifts.




St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Council Highlights
Tuesday, January 17, 2012

Treasurer & Financial Secretary Report: Don Burke presented the end of year report.
Re-amortization of the BIF loan was discussed. Action, if needed, will occur via an email vote.

Pastor Casey: Pastoral Care & Administration: The Year According to the Numbers:

Sunday Attendance — 240, New Members — 45, Baptisms — 7, Confirmations — 8, Removed by Death/Transfer — 3/9.
The Year According to Pastor Casey: The Call Process — continues and members of the call committee. are a blessing
to the congregation. Congregation/Pastor Led Church — this is an ongoing process and will need more constant
attention in 2012 by the Council as Committee/Task force work must grow. Spirituality — SPLAT youth are one
example of growing faith at St. Peter’s. Theological Conference January 23-25 in Waco “What Shall |1 Say?” on
preaching. Accepted position on Synod Council to serve as Hill Country Clergy Rep. — 2 year term

Education - BYOB on January 23 — Dusty Knight leading. Kingdom Seekers — transition into New Testament study
using Mark. PMO continues with “Family Faith Practices”

SPLAT - National Gathering prep work upcoming and looking at plane tickets. Sunday School attendance good and
improved study/interaction of youth. Prepping for Souper Bowl, UT Campus Ministry Trip, Easter Fundraiser & Silent
Auction/Talent Show

Confirmation - Completed the Lord’s Prayer section of catechism. Will demonstrate sign language in worship in
January 29. Focus on Baptism and Communion for the remainder of the year

Pastor Stern: requested a housing allowance designation of $1,750.00 per month (same as previous year). A
motion was made by Don Anderson to approve the request, David Martin seconded the motion. Motion passed.

Mary Posey, PMA: Mary Posey preached on New Year’'s Day. She will discuss Home Communion Ministry with
Pastor Casey.

Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator - Parent's Night Out at Lake Country Lanes Bowling Alley. We had eight
couples attend. Run for the Son 5K has been set for May 12th. Details will be forthcoming. Youtheran Social Mixer is
being planned aboard the Austin Steam Train. The date set is March 4th. Youth and Education Committee meeting
will be held Sunday, January 22nd. This will be the first meeting with the new formatted Committee and members
include Steph Everett, Pastor Casey, Howie Jones, Kimberly Sandman, Christine Veres, and Sharleen Reitz.

Old Business

Call Committee Update: The committee will host a second interview for the remaining candidate on January 29,
2012.

The Nominating Committee recommended Mary Ann Hefner, Greg Murrell and Dave Leighton to be considered as
new council members. Charlie Selman made a motion to recommend Mary Ann Hefner, Greg Murrell and Dave
Leighton to the congregation as 2012 council members. Don Anderson seconded the motion. The motion was
approved unanimously.

New Business
Council orientation will be January 31, 2012 at 6 p.m.

Committee Reports:

Property: Steve Reitz received prices to modify the front curb to allow easier access and still be protected from the
weather. A concrete modification estimate is $6,600 and an asphalt modification estimate is $10,000. No action
taken.

Faithfully submitted, Coiece Pyle



